
 

 
 
 
 
 

Board Meeting Agenda 
 
 

Russ Baggerly, Director 
Mary Bergen, Director 
Bill Hicks, Director 

Pete Kaiser, Director 
James Word, Director 

 
CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 

August 27, 2014 
3:00 P.M. – DISTRICT OFFICE 

 
Right to be heard:  Members of the public have a right to address the Board directly on any 
item of interest to the public which is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  The 
request to be heard should be made immediately before the Board's consideration of the item. 
No action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is 
otherwise authorized by subdivision (b) of  ¶54954.2 of the Government Code and except that 
members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions 
posed by persons exercising their public testimony rights under section 54954.3 of the 
Government Code. 

 
 
1. Public Comments (items not on the agenda – three minute limit). 
     
2. General Manager comments.   
 
3. Board of Director comments. 

 
4. Consent Agenda 
 
 a. Minutes of August 13, 2014 Meeting. 
 
  RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Consent Agenda 
 
5. Bills 
 
6. Discussion and consideration of approving a letter to the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission. 
 
  RECOMMENDED ACTION: Direction of the Board 
 
7. Discussion regarding the State Water Project Contract Extension 

Negotiation and Agreement in Principle. 
   
8. General Manager’s verbal report on implementation of water restrictions. 
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9. Recommend rescheduling the Recreation Committee meeting to Monday 
September 8th at 9:30 a.m. since the regularly scheduled meeting falls on 
Labor Day. 

 
  RECOMMENDED ACTION: Motion approving recommendation 
 
10. Information Items: 
 

a. AWA Annual Member and Elected Officials Reception being held 
on September 18, 2014. 

b. Letter from Department of Water Resources regarding 
implementation of Best Management Practices. 

c. Bureau of Reclamation July 15, 2013 Site Visit report of Lake 
Casitas Recreation Area. 

d. Investment Report. 
 
11. Adjournment  
 

If you require special accommodations for attendance at or participation in this 
meeting, please notify our office 24 hours in advance at (805) 649-2251, ext.  
113.  (Govt. Code Section 54954.1 and 54954.2(a). 
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Minutes of the Casitas Municipal Water District 
Board Meeting Held 

August 13, 2014 
 

 A meeting of the Board of Directors was held August 13, 2014 at Casitas' 
Office, Oak View, California. The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
Directors Hicks, Kaiser, Baggerly and Word were present. Director Bergen was 
absent.  Also present were Steve Wickstrum, General Manager, Rebekah Vieira, 
Clerk of the Board, and Attorney, John Mathews.  There was one staff member 
and four members of the public in attendance.  President Hicks led the group in 
the flag salute. 
 
1. Public Comments (items not on the agenda – three minute limit). 
 
 Ken Peterson of Golden State Water Company informed the board that he 
was retiring at the end of the month and Robert Hanford was introduced as his 
replacement. 
    
2. General Manager comments.   
 

Mr. Wickstrum informed the board of a partial shut down on August 20th in 
the beach area.  We expect to be shut down for about five hours and will be 
replacing two valves.  The board was then informed of the rainwater capture, 
gray water workshop that is being conducting on Saturday in Oak View beginning 
at 9:00 a.m.  Over 100 people have signed up to attend. 
 
3. Board of Director comments. 
 

Director Baggerly asked if there had been any more information on report 
of gun fire by the eagle’s nest.  Mr. Wickstrum stated he had no further 
information but any time there is a report of gunshots it is reported to the sheriff.  
He added that the district is working with Dave Woolley of the Bureau of 
Reclamation for signage in the watershed area to better signify it as a no 
trespassing and no hunting area.   
 

Director Kaiser informed the Board that he and Director Baggerly on the 
ad hoc Quagga Committee are trying to make sure everything is done to protect 
the watershed from quagga.  There is a teleconference with some of the state 
agencies this week.  From the response we received from FERC they have a 
lack of understanding on the potential impacts and the financial implications.  We 
have a draft letter we want you to take a look at. We are thinking ahead and we 
are concerned from legal perspectives and costs and actions that can take place 
if FERC does not take a more conscientious look. A letter was handed out to the 
board and he added this is not an action item now.  Director Baggerly added he 
feels it is imperative that FERC understands that we know that they know that 
they need to step up to the plate and do something. There are things they can 
do.  This is not a case of getting the last word; it is making sure the word is 
correct.  There is an option for FERC to take a positive action.  The letter will be 
brought back to the board. 
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Director Hicks reported on his attendance at the Ventura Chamber 
meeting on Tuesday.  Kiki has moved to Goleta Water District and is no longer 
with Hanna Beth Jackson.  The Water Bond may be on the ballot tonight.  Carol 
brought to our attention in the Recreation meeting, a program at the museum 
about the Olympics.  It was such a great program. It is amazing how well known 
the lake is internationally for rowing.  They still have the displays at the museum 
if you want to see it.  Director Baggerly added that his niece was living with him 
at the time and she became a sign painter and painted signs for events and hired 
us to help her out.  Director Kaiser added the Ojai Valley News had a picture of a 
rower from the Olympics who had returned to row on the lake. 
 
4. Consent Agenda       ADOPTED 
 
 a. Minutes of July 23, 2014 Meeting. 
 

The consent agenda was offered by Director Baggerly, seconded by 
Director Kaiser and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
5. Bills         APPROVED 
 

Director Kaiser questioned #18633 for squirrel bait and Mr. Wickstrum 
confirmed that this is not an anti-coagulant. 
 
 On the motion of Director Kaiser, seconded by Director Baggerly and 
passed, the bills were approved by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
6. Presentation of the State Water Project Contract Extension Negotiation 

and Agreement in Principle. 
 

Denise Collin provided a presentation on the State Water Project contract 
extension negotiation and an Agreement in Principle.    
 

Mr. Wickstrum informed the board that United has had the same 
presentation and is on board with going forward. The City has not seen it yet but 
it is recommended that we move forward once we hear from the City of Ventura. 
It would be nice to have all three parties on board with this.   
 

Director Baggerly asked if there is any slack given to those contractors 
that have no opportunity to receive water.  Mr. Wickstrum replied that you are 
either a state contractor or not.  If you join the AIP then it would look towards 
smoothing the expenses.  If you don’t, there is a balloon payment in 2034 and 
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the contract ends. Again, there is no action needed today but this will be coming 
back to the board after the City of Ventura has viewed this. 
 
7. Resolution approving a contract between the United State of America and 

the District for the repayment of funds expended for the federally 
performed Safety of Dams Act Modification Program at the Casitas Dam 
and Reservoir.       ADOPTED 

 
 Mr. Wickstrum thanked the individuals and directors who were involved in 
this process for the last six years as we struggled with the Bureau to get this 
contract completed.   
 
 The resolution was offered by Director Baggerly, seconded by Director 
Word and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
  Resolution is numbered 14-16. 
 
8. Actions to Comply with the State Water Board’s Drought Emergency 

Regulations. 
 

a. Recommend rescinding Resolution No. 08-09 and Adopting the 
Ordinance Establishing Water Waste Prohibitions.  ADOPTED 
 

The Ordinance was offered by Director Baggerly, seconded by Director 
Kaiser and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
  Ordinance is numbered 14-02. 
 

b. Resolution to Temporarily Modify the Casitas Water Shortage 
Contingency Plan to Comply with the State Water Resources Control 
Board Drought Emergency Regulations, Resolution 2014-0038. 

ADOPTED 
 

  The board discussed if there was a need to further define terms in the 
resolution as some thought it was vague.  This provides guidelines for the public 
to make some efforts to reduce water use and includes guidelines for what staff 
can do and is in compliance with the state.   
 
 The resolution was offered by Director Baggerly, seconded by Director 
Word and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
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  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
  Resolution is numbered 14-17 
 
9. Resolution adopting the 2014 Integrated Regional Water Management 

Plan (IRWMP) Prepared by the Watersheds Coalition of Ventura County 
(WCVC), and Authorizing the General Manager, or Designee, to File a 
CEQA Notice of Exemption.     ADOPTED 

 
 The resolution was offered by Director Baggerly, seconded by Director 
Kaiser and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
  Resolution is numbered 14-18 
 
10. Resolution authorizing membership in Liebert Cassidy Whitmore’s 

Employment Relations Consortium in the amount of $3,346 for fiscal year 
2014-2015.        ADOPTED 

 
 The resolution was offered by Director Kaiser, seconded by Director 
Baggerly and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
  Resolution is numbered 14-19 
 
11. Recommend approval of engaging the services of Liebert Cassidy 

Whitmore for assistance in revising the District’s personnel policies. 
          APPROVED 
   
 On the motion of Director Baggerly, seconded by Director Kaiser and 
passed by the following roll call vote:  
 

AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
12. Recommend approval of entering into an agreement with CPS HR 

Consulting in the amount of $17,000 plus expenses for the recruitment of 
the Operations and Maintenance Manager.   APPROVED 

 
 On the motion of Director Baggerly, seconded by Director Kaiser and 
passed by the following roll call vote:  
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AYES: Directors: Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Hicks 
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: Bergen 
 
13. Information Items: 
 

a. Water Resources Minutes. 
b. Recreation Committee Minutes. 
c. Recreation Area Report for June 2014. 
d. Inaugural Steelhead Summit, October 21-22 at Ventura Harbor. 
e. Transition of the Drinking Water Program to the State Water 

Resources Control Board 
f. Water Consumption Report. 
g. CFD No. 2013-1 (Ojai) Monthly Cost Analysis. 
h. Investment Report. 

 
14. Adjournment  
 
 President Hicks adjourned the meeting at 4:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Pete Kaiser, Secretary 
      Casitas Municipal Water District 
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CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
                                                Inter-Office Memorandum 
 
DATE:  August 22, 2014 
 
TO:         Board of Directors 
 
FROM: General Manager, Steve Wickstrum 
 
Re:  Consideration of a letter to FERC 
           
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors discuss and provide direction concerning the 
attached letter prepared and submitted by the Quagga Ad Hoc Committee (Baggerly and 
Kaiser). 
 
BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW: 

    
The District has received correspondence from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
regarding the recent quagga mussel infestation at Lake Piru.  The Quagga Ad Hoc 
Committee has prepared a response letter for the Board’s consideration and direction. 
 
If you have any questions in this regard, please do not hesitate to discuss your questions 
with me. 



 
 
           August 27, 2014 
 
Mr. Thomas J. LoVullo, Chief 
Aquatic Resources Branch 
Division of Hydropower Administration and Compliance 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
Washington, D.C. 20426         
 
Subject:  Response to Letter from FERC dated July 16, 2014 
 
Dear Mr. LoVullo: 
 
Casitas Municipal Water District (CMWD) would like to offer some overall rebuttal comments 
concerning FERC’s letter dated July 16, 2014. 
 
First, it has become apparent that FERC has not discerned the difference between the United Water 
Conservation District’s (UWCD) claims about working on ways to control the invasive Quagga Mussels 
species compared to actually producing results and eliminating live mussels from the water currently 
being discharged or leaking from Lake Piru (P. 3, Par. 2). It is very important to emphasize that in spite 
of all of UWCD’s claims about how hard they are working to control Quagga Mussels, it is simply a fact 
that they have not found a way to kill the Quagga Mussels in the water they are releasing from Lake Piru 
into Lower Piru Creek (which also empties into the Santa Clara River).  In addition, it was reported in 
the Ventura County Star newspaper of August 19 (pg. A1 – A2) that Quagga Mussels have attached 
themselves to the infrastructure associated with the Santa Felicia Dam (i.e., intake system used to supply 
drinking, showering and irrigation water) and that the estimated annual removal cost could range from 
$100,000 to $500,000. 
 
 The second comment we wish to make is that FERC does not seem to understand the potential 
environmental and economic disaster that could result in Ventura County from even one fertile female 
mussel spawning in the Santa Clara or Ventura Rivers – to put this potential for disaster into perspective, 
just one fertile mussel can disperse up to one million eggs per year and, as we know, fisheries in the 
Great Lakes have already been destroyed.   In retrospect, all that Casitas has asked to date is to take a 
common sense approach and cease  releasing mussel infested water until one or more ways are found to 
kill the mussels.  
 
As you are aware, in paragraph three on page two of your letter, at least four different scenarios* for 
intermittently to continuously releasing mussel infested water from Lake Piru are identified.  Subsequent 
damage to thousands of acres (up to15, 000 ac.) of irrigated agriculture that receive surface water from 
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the Santa Clara River may occur – in addition, other costs and damages may be identified from 
additional direct, indirect, and subsequently induced effects.  The negative impact on property values, 
agriculture and businesses (due to infrastructure impediments or damage) in southwest Ventura County 
could be devastating and equal to or worse than the devaluation that took place in 2008 when both the 
real estate and financial bubbles burst. 
 
In conclusion, we implore the Commission to use their authority to instruct UWCD+ to find a reliable 
and effective method to kill the Quagga Mussels before any water discharge from Lake Piru enters 
downstream conveyances.  Finally, with respect to your suggestion encouraging CMWD “… to work 
with … [United] in a collaborative manner… [It is felt that reciprocal collaboration is the exact step we 
are taking now by appealing to you and your agency to help UWCD kill all of the Quagga Mussels in 
Lake Piru before any more water is intentionally released].”  Also, CMWD is appealing to you and your 
agency to require that the Comprehensive Monitoring and Control Plan for Quagga Mussels being 
prepared by UWCD includes policies and procedures to effectively kill the Quagga Mussels that may be 
released pursuant to any one or all of the four water release scenarios identified in paragraph three on 
page two of your letter of July 16.  In addition, since FERC revealed in their letter of July 16 (p.2, 
bottom and p.3, top) that they “… are only aware of a single case in which dreissenid mussels [i.e., 
Quagga and Zebra Mussels] were completely eradicated from a water body … [a qualified consultant 
should be hired to find ways to kill the mussels].”   
 
Finally, we believe that a solution is at hand to eliminate the infestation at Lake Piru.  For reference, 
ZEQUANOX ™ is a patented bacterium (Pseudomonas flourescens strain CL145A) for killing only 
dreissenid mussels while not harming any other organisms in the process.  As you may be aware, 
ZEQUANOX had been permitted for enclosed areas, such as pipes and dam intakes, by the EPA and 
now it is approved for open water as of July 1, 2014.  Since Lake Piru is a relatively small lake and is 
currently at a low water level, perhaps ZEQUANOX could be used for testing the elimination of Quagga 
Mussels.  The current drought and low water levels provide a window of opportunity for the success 
hoped for by all parties and CMWD hopes that the Commission will actively pursue this opportunity 
immediately to avert an environmental and economic disaster for Ventura County. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill Hicks, President 
Casitas Municipal Water District 
 
cc: Steve Bennett, Chair, Ventura County Board of Supervisors 

John Zarragoza, Ventura County Supervisor 
Tim Flynn, Mayor, City of Oxnard 
Henry Gonzales, Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner 
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John Krist, Director, Ventura County Farm Bureau 
Mr. John R. Aedo, Fisheries Biologist, FERC 
Federal Legislative Delegation 
 

Attachments: Letter from FERC, dated June 16, 2014 
  http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/25/science-takes-on-a-silent-invader 

 Quaggas enter lake’s plumbing [at Lake Piru], Ventura County Star (pg. A1 – A2) 
 Aug. 1 9, 2014 

 
   
*Water release scenarios:  I. Multiple Low-Level Outlets 
      II. Power House Trail Race 

III. Normal Leakage from I & II (above). 
IV. Occasional Exercise of I & II (above) for project maintenance. 
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   CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

TREASURER'S MONTHLY REPORT OF INVESTMENTS

08/20/14

 

Type of Date of Adjusted Current Rate of Date of % of Days to

Invest Institution CUSIP Maturity Cost Mkt Value Interest Deposit Portfolio Maturity

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 313379EE5 06/14/2019 $1,381,545 $1,341,819 1.625% 10/03/2012 9.05% 1734

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 313379RN1 12/27/2024 $978,364 $956,314 3.027% 06/18/2014 6.45% 3727

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 31338OA98 08/14/2024 $126,966 $126,936 2.500% 07/03/2014 0.86% 3594

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 31338OS73 10/11/2022 $699,720 $688,695 2.430% 08/11/2014 4.64% 2931

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3133XFKF2 06/11/2021 $709,960 $677,359 5.625% 01/16/2013 4.57% 2451

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3133XLWN1 09/12/2014 $932,710 $932,930 5.250% 04/01/2013 6.29% 22

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3133XWNB10 06/12/2015 $705,032 $715,316 2.875% 07/01/2010 4.82% 292

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3134A4VG60 11/17/2015 $724,593 $740,978 4.750% 07/19/2010 5.00% 447

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3134G34WJ 08/28/2014 $997,030 $997,070 0.375% 04/01/2013 6.72% 8

*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3134G43A4 10/30/2024 $849,441 $929,900 2.500% 07/03/2014 6.27% 3670

*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3135G0ES80 11/15/2016 $689,636 $694,099 1.375% 03/12/2012 4.68% 805

*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3137EABA60 11/17/2017 $1,118,508 $1,126,210 5.125% 01/03/2012 7.60% 1167

*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3137EADB2 01/13/2022 $208,730 $201,064 2.375% 02/11/2013 1.36% 2663

*TB Federal Natl MTG Assn 31398AYY20 09/16/2014 $700,665 $701,477 3.000% 07/01/2010 4.73% 26

*TB US Treasury Inflation Index NTS 912828JE10 07/15/2018 $1,152,462 $1,193,977 1.375% 07/06/2010 8.05% 1405

*TB US Treasury Notes 912828LZ10 11/30/2014 $701,167 $703,990 2.125% 07/01/2010 4.75% 100

*TB US Treasury Inflation Index NTS 912828MF40 01/15/2020 $1,137,151 $1,197,862 1.375% 07/01/2010 8.08% 1945

*TB US Treasury Bond 912828WE6 11/15/2023 $769,739 $791,056 2.613% 12/13/2013 5.34% 3325

Accrued Interest $110,458

Total in Gov't Sec. (11-00-1055-00&1065) $14,583,418 $14,827,510 80.43%

*CD cit Salt Lake City UT - CD 12/18/2023 $245,000 $243,057 3.30%

*CD Discover BK Greenwood DE - CD 01/16/2024 $239,000 $235,336 3.20%

*CD GE Capital - CD Draper, UT 09/27/2023 $245,000 $242,974 3.25%

*CD GE Capital - CD Salt Lake City, UT 09/27/2023 $245,000 $241,068 3.15%

*CD Goldman Sachs  - CD New York, NY 10/30/2023 $224,000 $223,834 3.25%

*CD Toyota Financial Services - CD -Henderson NV 12/20/2023 $245,000 $243,175 3.30%

Total Certificates of Deposit: (11.13506) $1,443,000 $1,429,444 7.75%

** LAIF as of:  (11-00-1050-00) N/A $446 $446 0.23% Estimated 0.00%

*** COVI as of: (11-00-1060-00) N/A $2,178,040 $2,178,040 0.35% Estimated 11.81%

TOTAL FUNDS INVESTED $18,204,904 $18,435,440 100.00%

Total Funds Invested last report $18,211,332 $18,299,237

Total Funds Invested 1 Yr. Ago $18,186,418 $18,289,098

**** CASH IN BANK (11-00-1000-00) EST. $4,597,518 $4,597,518

CASH IN Western Asset Money Market $7,094 $7,094 0.01%

TOTAL CASH & INVESTMENTS $22,809,516 $23,040,052

TOTAL CASH & INVESTMENTS 1 YR AGO $19,894,391 $19,997,071

*CD CD - Certificate of Deposit

*TB TB - Federal Treasury Bonds or Bills 

** Local Agency Investment Fund 

*** County of Ventura Investment Fund

Estimated interest rate, actual not due at present time.

**** Cash in bank

No investments were made pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 53601, Section 53601.1 

and subdivision (i) Section 53635 of the Government Code.

All investments were made in accordance with the Treasurer's annual statement of 

investment policy.
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